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THE NATIVE AMERICAN.
INVENTION OP WRITTEN LANGUAGE.
The annexed particular account of one# of the most

remarkable occurences in the history of literature.the
invention of the Cherokee written language.is taken
from one of the introductory chapters of Mr. Knapp'a
lltflr Work:

In the winter of 1838, a delegation of the Chero¬
kee* visited the city of Washington, in order to make
treaty with .the United States, and among them was
See-quah*yah, the inventor of the Cherokee alphabet.Hi* English name was George Guess; he was a half
blood; but had never, from his own account, spoken a
single word of English op to the time of his invention,
npr since. Prompted by my own curiosity, and urgedby several literary friends, I applied to See-qua yah,through the medium of two interpreters, one of them
a half-blood, Captain Rogers, and the other a full-blood
chief, whose assumed English name was John Maw,
to relate to me, as minutely as possible, the mental ope¬rations and all the facts in his discovery. He cheer*
fully complied with my request, and gave very delibe¬
rate and satisfactory answers to every question; and
was at the same time careful to know fioin the inter¬
preters if I distinctly understood his answers. No
stoic could have been more grave in his demeanor than
was Seeqaah-yah; he pondered, according to the In¬
dian custom, for a considerable time after each ques-tion was put, before he made his reply, and often took
a whiff of his calumet, while reflecting on an ans¬
wer.
The details of the examination are too long for the

closing paragraph of this lecture; but the substance of
it was this:
That he (See quah-yah) was now about sixty-five

f'earj old, but could not precisely say; that in earlyife he was gay and talkative; and although he never at¬
tempted io speak in council but once, yet was often,from the strength of his memory, liis easy colloquial
powers, and ready cammand of his vernacular, storytellet of the convivial patty. His reputation for tal¬
ents of every kind gave him some distinction when he
was quite young, so long ago as St. Clair's defeat. In
this campaign, or some one that soon followed it, a let¬
ter was found on the person of a prisoner, which was
wrongly read by him to the Indians. In some of their
deliberations on this Subject, the question arose among
them, whether this mysterious power of the talking leaf
Was the gift of the Great Spirit to the white man, or
a discovery of the white man himself. Most of his
companions wete of the former opinion, while he as
strenuously maintained the latter. This frequently be¬
came a subject of contemplation with him afterwards,
as well as many other things which he knew, or had
heard, that that the White man could do; but he never

^ftk>wn seriously to reflect on the subject, until aswel-^^B>n his knee confined him to his cabin, and whichIMength made him a cripple for life, by shortening the
diseased leg. Deprived of the excitements of war,and the pleasures of the chase, in the long nights of his
confinement, his mind was again directed to the mys¬
tery of the powpr of speaking by letters.the very nameof which, of course, was not to be found in his lan¬
guage. Fiom the cries of wild beasts, from the talents
of the mocking bird, from the voices of his children and
his companions, he knew that feelings and passions
were conveyed by different sounds, from one intelligent
being to another. The thought struck him to try to as¬
certain all the sounds in the Cherokee language.' 11 is
own ear was not remarkably discriminating, and be
called.to his aid the more acute ears of his wife and
children. He found great assistance from them. When
he thought that he had distinguished all the diffetent
sounds in their language, he attempted to use pictorialsigns, images of birds and beasts, to c«.nvey these
'sounds to others, or to mark them in his own mind. He
soon dropped this method, as difficult or impossible,
and tried arbitrary signs, without any regard to appear¬
ances, except sneh as might assist him in recollecting
them, and distinguishing ihem from each other. At
first, these signs wete very numerous, and when he got
so far as to think his invention was nearly accomplish¬ed, he had about two hundred charactcrs in his alpha¬bet. By the aid of his daughter, who seemed to enter
in the genius of his labors, he reduced them, at least*
to eighty-six, the number he now uses. Ho then set
to work to make these characters more comely to the
eye, and succeeded. As yet he had not the knowledge
of the pen as an instrument, but made his characters
on a piece of bark, with a knife or nail. At this time
he sent to the Indian agent, or suite trader in the na¬
tion, for paper and pen. His ink was easily made from
some of the bark of the forest trees, whose colouring
properties he had previously known, and after seeing
the construction of the pen, he soon learnt to make one;
but at first he made it without a slit; this inconvenience
Waa, however, quickly removed by his sagacity. His
next difficulty was to make his invention known to his
oountrymeft; for by this time he had become so abstrac¬
ted from his tribe and their usual pursuits, that he was
viewed with an eye of suspicion. His former com-
panions passed his wigwam without entering it. and
mentioned his name as one who was practising im¬
proper-spel la, for notoriety or mischievious purposes;and he seems to think that he should have been hardlydealt with, if his docile and unabmitious dispositionhad hot been so generally acknowledged by his tribe.
At length he summoned some of rhe most distinguished
men of,his nation, in order to make his communication
to them.r-nnd after giving the hfst explanation of his
discovery'that he conld, stripping it of all supernaturaltinfluQilfi£»Jie proceeded to demonstrate to them, in good
earaeot» that he had made a discovery. His daughter,who was now hi* only pupil, wa* ordered to go out of
Seating, while he requested his filends to name a word
er sentiment which he put down, and then she was cal¬
led in and read it to them; then the father retired, and
the daughter wrote; the Indians were wonder struck,
but not entirely satisfied. See-qiiah-quah then propo¬
sed that the tribe should select several youths from
among their brightest ybtinnr men, that he might com¬
municate the mystery to them- This was at length
agreed to, although there was some lurking suspicion
of necromancy in the whole business. .John Maw,
(his Indian name I have forgotten.) a full blood, with
several ethers, were selected for this purpose. The
tribes watchod the youths for several months with anx¬

iety; and when they offered themselves for examina¬
tion, the feelings of all were wrought up to the
highest pitch. The youths were separated from their
master, and from each other, and watched with great
rare. Tho uninitiated directed what the master and pu¬
pil should write to each other, and these tests were va¬

ried in sueh a manner, as not only to destroy their infi¬
delity^ but most firmly to fix their faith. The Indians,
on Oil', ordered a great feast, and made See-qnnh-yah
conspicuous at it. How nearly is man alike in every
age!* Pythagoras did the same, on the discoveryof an

important principle in geometry. See-quah-yah became
at otrte school master, professor, philosopher, and a
ehlfcf. His countrymen were proud of his talents, and
h#Td him in reference as ono favored by the Great
Spirit. The inventloas-ef early times were shrouded

®ee*nuah'yah disdained oil quackery. He

kt VJV here' b,,,t carried hi» diwovlri.. toy;u"
iinr^if ih« , CI/OUraerk')ew nothin<-' of 'he Arabic diKi»s,
OherokpM h /fr R?man let'«r8 in 'he scienoe. The

had words fl i!"enlaL nurnera,a to one hundred, and

Jid^l words for all numbers up to thai; but they had no
g or characters to assist them in enumerating, ad-

din^. substracimg, multiplying, or dividing. He re-
fleeted upon his until he had created their elements,y
principle in hit mind; but he was at first obliged to

exntn^ i0 ^rP## ,,U IBean'«?. then signs to
explain it. By this process, he soon had a clear con-
ception of numbers up to a million. Hi« great diffi¬
culty was at the tfireshhold, to fix the powers of his
signs according to their places. Wh<m this was-over-

j,Mt W,aS in addin* ul» hi* different num-
hers in order to put down the fraction of tbe decimal
and give the whole number to his next place. . But
when I knew him, he had overcome all these difficul-
imuiiiI V q"ilr. a ready ar«hmelician in the funda¬
mental rules. This was the result of my interview;
mi fCa" yT ,hat 1 ha'e se,dom m®* with a
man of more shrewdness than See-quah-yah. He ad-

¦¦n.rlii.3]! i f
CU8to. °.f h'8 country; and when his

¦¦rauiMftMiMl* on the mission assumed our costume.
he was dressed in all respects like an Indian. See
quah .yah possesses diversified talents; he passes from
metaphysical and philosophical investigation to me*
chanical occupations. with the greatest ease. The on¬

ly practical mechanics he was acquainted with, were
a few bungling blacksmiths', who could make a rough
tomahawk, or tinker the lock of a rifle; yet he became
a while and si ver smith without any instruction, and
made spurs and silver spoons with neatness and skill
to the great admiration of people of the Oheiokee na¬
tion. Wquah-yah has also a great taste for paintinir.
!lLni,XRr . !3 Paiu19 Whh 8kil,; ,akin? a" lhe art and
science of his tribe upon the subject, he added to it
many chemical experiments of his own, and some of
them were very successful, and would be woitli beinir
known to our painters. For his drawings he had no
model but what nature furnished, and he oflen copied
.hem with astonishing faithfulness. His resemblance
of the human form, it is true, are coarse, but often si.ir
ited and correct; and he gave aciion, and sometimes
grace, to his representalions of animals. He had nev¬
er seen a camel hair pencil, when he made use of the
hair o/ wild animals for his brushes. Some of his pro¬
ductions discover a considerable practical knowledoe
of perspective; but he could not have formed rules for
this. I he painters in the early ages were many years
coming to a knowledge of this part of the art; and
even now they are more successful in the art, than per¬
fect in the rules of it. The manners of the American
Cadmus are ihe most easy, and his habits those of the
most assiduous scholar, and his disposition is more live

/A f I.1.1?1 a
any Indian 1 ever 8aw* He understood

and felt the advantages the white man had long enjoy¬
ed, of having the accnmulations of every branch of
knowledge, from generation to generation, by means
of a written language, while the red men could only
commit his thoughts to uncertain tradition. He rea¬
soned correctly when he urged this to his friends as
the cause why the red man had made-so few advances
in knowledge in comparison with us; and to remedy
this was one of his great aims,.and one which he has
accomplished besopd that of any other man living, or

perhaps any other who ever evisted in a rude state of
nature.

. Itrferhajw may not be known that the Government of
the Lnited Stutes had a fount of types cast for bis al¬
phabet and that a newspaper, printed partly in the
Cherokee language, and partly in the English, has
een established at New Echota. and is characterized
by decency and good sense; and thus many of the
l/herokees are able to read both languages. After put-
fnar these remarks to paper. I had the pleasure of see-

2f. . Chrl* °f thZ Cberok^«. who confirmed
the statement of See-quah-yah, and added, that he was
an Indian of the strictest veracity and sobriety. The
western wilderness is not only to » blossom like the
rose, hut there man has stalled up. and proved that he
has not degenerated since the primitive daysofCecrops
and the romantic ages of wohderful effort and God-like
renown.

Prom the J'eoria
Yankee enterprise.

An emigrant from Massachusetts, of middle age.
aru very respectable appearance, stepped into our of¬
fice accompanied by his son, about nine years old, on

.

on< ay* We learned from him that he had arrived
m our country about a month ago, after one of the
most adventurous overland journeys ever undeitaken.

, .h°P« obtain from him a full account of his tour,
and in the mean time present our readers with the fol¬
lowing brief outline:

Plv'mJ.r* i8.l8A^C H- Pratt' of Middleborough,
1 lymouth county, Massachusetts, ard a ship carpen-

ierneynZt0Pa!'?n* °̂f 6 °r 8 children,
hundred of "P? 1,18 daily lab°r' and bp,nff w^h
hundreds of others, thrown out of employ by the pros-

S Rn*,and' in Ma/he formed

off f ,
tak">? his two eldest boys and setting

c°""trr ®" ***. With him to design was
to execute. Placing his wife and youngest children
with a relation, ho started on the 18th of May, with

monJl °T- **
,
and ,he olher 6' without a cent of

tn "i? bls,P^^et, pnd no olher available* than a

steefsquare^ 68 and P'0.'.*, and a carpenter's
day he entered Rhode Island, whpre he

nennv ,_^"are.^r a quarter dollaranu four pence ha'-

eat an'#i i ,cp. ) w.blch Pr°cured them something to

mile-i k g,n^, The next d»y. af>*' reaching 25

a farm h
° midd'e the afternoon, they stopped at

nn 'win I I0!'" °^carppntering done.shelves put
renairod °h^8 ,,ir ned or loosened.dooi$ hung or

.
P n C00P* made.roofs mended.any tiling

in ins line to pay for staying over night!" " Ceitainly,"
was the reply, "come in and we'll set yon to work."
So well satisfied was the farmer with his services, that
on parting early next morning, he filled his knapsack
with provisions to last through the day. 'I he after¬
noon he stopped in like manner and met with the same
reception.and thus he continued all the way to Buf¬
falo on Lake Erie. Sometime, in rainy weather, he
would remain a day with his host, and on two or three
dccasions received a few Bhilliiigs for his work; hut
the whole amount added together, of the money that
came into his hands up to the time of hi* arrival at
Chicago, did not amount to five dollars. On rcnohingthe Erie canal he endeavored to work a passage for
his boys by driving the horses himself; hut findingthatthis would not keep him in food, he left the canal, and
resumed the pedestrian journey. On arriving at Buf¬
falo, his offer to work his passage to Detroit was
readily accepted; and upon landing at the latter place,each resumed his tramp with great cheerfulness.

In passing over the prairies of Michigan, they one
day attracted the notice of a company of stage passen¬
gers, who insisted upon giving the boys a lift, and ac¬
cordingly took them on ten miles to the dining house,
where they also gave them their dinner, and made upfor them a contribution of 62 1-2 cents. Finding la¬
borers in great demand in this State, our accommo¬
dating pedestrian worked one day in the prairies at
mowing, for which he got one dollar and sixty cents,and on another day, though anxious to "get on," he
stopped to lay a ham floor. Yet all his receipts up to
his entering Chicago, as before stated, did not amount
to five dollars. At Chicago he worked a week, bywhich his purse was so far replenished as to enablehim to reach here much richer than he left Massachu¬
setts.
He arrived at Peoria on the 13th of July, havingwalked with his hoy* upwards of 1000 miles, without

once appealing to tho sympathies of the benevolent for
a shilling, and accepting nothing, save his acquies¬cence in the stage contribution to his hoys, withoutrendering what was deemed a fair equivalent. Like

'. gprtuine son of* the pilgrtM^#e has too much thrift
to sponnr^and too much iridjjiplJiileiice to ask or accept
a favor, the day of hfrjgflral he was surprised
to sep in our streets an old Miplleboroiigh townsman,
Mr. Brooks, of the firm of & Cogswell, mer¬
chants. The latter, on. HeOfiiig his adventures, said
" boys who had travelled so,we 11 as they had done,
deserved something," and takuig them into his store,
presented them with a suit of &>thes each.
Soon alter his arrival, J^att said he must go

and look at the country and take up a claim. So he
started off, taking his boys srith him, for the Kicka-
poo track. Here he ackni^Mge* himself under many
obligations to Clarke D, PoyveT, Esq. for his kindness
in showing him the country^ ni«d his advice as to his
future operations. He thiuka, in pursuance of his ad-
vice, of buying a c aim near Charleston, 16 miles west
of here, and another for his ^ipjiher in the same neigh¬
borhood. He is offered ^ omurter section of prairie,
with a quarter of timber haw a mile from it Cor one
hundred dollars. He hat seyen brothers, all of whom
are inclined to come here, ana only wait for his repott
of the country to make up thfif minds on the subject.

We recently published'.it* Extract from an official
communication from captain Brown, respecting the
condition and prospects of these people. The extent
to which that extract has been published, indicates the
interest felt In the subject. V\e are induced therefore
to publish two papers, which we find in the Philadel¬
phia Sentinel, and which were taken from the Indian
Register, a paper edited by the Rev. Mr. McCoy, atthe'Shawnee baptist mission. The first relates to the
establishment of a government for the emigrated and
indigenous ttibes, south-west of the Missouri, a meas¬
ure that has been repeatedly presented to congress.And we are happy in being able to state, that the bill,
reported by the committee on Indian affairs of the house
of representatives, has been submitted to almost all the
tribes, who have expressed in writing their desire that
it should be speedily passed. The second article en¬
ters more minutely than captain Brown's report did into
a description of the improvement of the Choctaw* and
Cnerokees.

Prom llie American Sentinel.
THE ABORIGINES.

The Indians who have settled in the territory set
apart for them by the government of the United States,
west of the Mississippi, have, according to Mr. Mc
Coy's Register of Indian affairs, already inade a verv
commendable advance towards civilization. 1 he fol¬
lowing article, selected from the Regisler, In our opin¬ion, indicates the most judicious mode of quieting In¬
dian disputes, and doing justice to the aborigines of
onr countiy. Any other mode iscslctilated to estrangetheir feelings from us. A territory of cultivated Indi¬
ans living under the laws of the United States, would
be worthy of the age of refinement in which we live.
The article extracted id published at the Shawnee

baptist mission, Indian territory.
From the Neginter of May, 1837.

Government. Most of the tribes within the territoryhave expressed a desire to become united in one civil
compact, and to he governed by laws similar to those
of the United States.
Should the United States, as it is contemplated, pro¬vide for them a form of civil government, suited to

their circumstances, a few among each of the emigrant
tribes, and many among some ofthem, would be found
capable of filliug responsible offices in the transaction
of the affairs of their government.
The time is fnlly come for the-adpption of this course-

Objections to it, founded upon the uncultivated condi¬
tion of the minds of the Indians, if they ever had any
weight, have none now. Multitudes of Indians well
understand the value of property, duly appreciate the
individuality of right in property, and desire its secu¬

rity by equitable laws. Many of them desire to have
a sufficient portion ef land for a farm set off" to them
severally. They depreciate the agency system, and
it* concomitant principles, so far as they exist among
them. They are ready to become a component pait
of the commonwealth of the United States. They de¬
sire no special privilege to be granted to them, nor spe
cial restriction to be imposed upon them, further than
what would be noscessary to their welfare, until the
effects of the peculiar disabilities under which they
have hitherto been placed shall have so far disappear*
ed, both among themselves and us, as to allow them
safely to take an equal place among existing states of
the union.

,The organization of civil government among the
tribes of the territory becomes more necessary, as the
Indian population increases. It has increased about
16L000 the last year, and the increase will probably
be much greater the ensuing year.

It i3 known to every body that pcace among^ Indian
tribes must ever he precarions upon the principles of
savage life. In order to tranquiliz* turbulent spirits,
and to paralyze mischievous efforts, the tribes must
he united under the influence of law, so that wrongs
may be redressed without resorting to the savage cus¬
tom of retaliation. They must not be left as so many
distinct communities, oi petty sovreignties, each inde¬
pendent of all others. In such a state of things, phys¬
ical strength will be the ruling principle, and the tom¬
ahawk must decide controversy. Their interests as a

people must become united, so that harmony of feeling
may prevail.

. .Suppose that the state of Missouri was disorganized,
and the innabitants divided into nineteen bands, united
under as many chiefs, with their subordinates, no one
anv more under the restraint of law than the individu¬
als of the several Indian tribes, and the whole uncon¬
nected with the states adjoining them.would it be
strantre if, in such a state of anarchy, we should be-
come troublesome neighbors to one another, and to
those around usV We could hope for nothing better a-

mong the Indians ; because human nature is the same

among them that it is among us.
If however they become uniteJ amongst themselves,

like the several counties of a state, and if {he confed-
eracy become a component part of the United States
and territories, all cause of quarreling among themsel¬
ves or of eiving trouble to us, would be as effectua.ly
excluded as it is from the state of Missouri at present.
That they ate prepared to become thus organized

under a territorial form of government, there cat. be no

doubt. The Choctaws, Chetokees, Creaks, Senecas,
Weas, and Piankashas, Peorias and Kaskaskias, OtU-
was, Shawaneee, Delawares, Potawatomies, and Ktck-
apoos, embracing a population of abo^44^®*'.aysaid to subsist by domestic industry. When the savage
state ha* so disappeared that people obtain subsistence
at their homes by agricultural, they are undoubtedly
prepared to submit to laws. But should the matter be
delayed upon the supposition of unfitness, so far from
becoming better prepared, precisely the reverse must
he the fact. Nothing can be gained in Indian improve¬
ment by delay in this matter, and every thing may be

Now the tribes are concentrating their settlements
in the territory, each brings into it its imperfections as
well as its better traits of character. In th*ir present]incoherent condition, we may easily conceive of con-
dieting views and interests, which would be reconciled
by the introduction of the means which coalesce dis¬
cordant materials on our side of the line, and by no

Objections to giving the Indians a territorial form of
trover n nen*. made on cr.n titulional grounds, are evi¬
dently untenable. According to the invariable action
of our general government, of the state governments,
and of every other government that has had any thing
to do with the Indians, they have only been tenants
at will, it as regarded place of residence, while in other
respects they wore required to submit to just such in¬
tercourse regulations as were prescribed by them --

We have enacted laws for the regulation of Indian af-

fair*, and have repealed them at pleasure. We havedecided what property they might sell, and what theymight not, and with whom they should deal. In aword, we have in all respects controlled them and theiraffairs, as Tar as we chose. Wo have appointed our
.gents to reside among them, to enforce the intercourse
regulations which we had created. If, theiefore, weshould no\f introduce among them regulations resem¬
bling those by which one of oui territoiiei is governed,though more simple, it would be in strict conformitywith the principle of managing Indian affairs, adoptedby all civilized powers. We might propose somethingobjectionable in its form, because of its inexpediency,but tne principle would be that upon which we alwaysacted. The Constitutionality of the act could no more
be caTIMF in question than the constitutionality of all
our nets rpgu'nting trade and intercourse with the In¬dians, ever since the existence of our government..Even were we to intioducea code of laws, and compelthem to submit to them, it would be nodepartute fromformer principles. We say again, that we have al¬ready introduced precisely such regulations as wechose, and have required their submission to them .If what we have done has been no violation of the con¬stitution of the United States, then what we proposeto do, cannot possibly be a violation of that instrument.But it is not proposed to use coercion in this matter.It is proposed merely to afford them an opportunity of
accepting and adopting a form of civil government..The overture is to be made, and if any tribe will re¬
main in the s;>me relation to the government and to
other tribes as it did before.

It, after exercising the power of controlling Indian
affairs ever since we have been acquainted with them,scruples should in this matter, and at this late day,atise relative to the metal right of doing so, and it be
contended that the Indiana nad a right to choose for
themselves, it will be more a matter of surprise lhan
of regret. Yes, it is desirable thst the matter be left
to their choice; and let government make the overture,and we will warrant its acceptance.We repeat it, the time has fully come to act uponthis matter." The tiibes within the territory are piepared to live under the laws of civilized nations. Morethan forty thousand of the present inhabitants of theterritory (if we include the late emigrant Creeks,) have
adopted written laws; which in general are based uponrepublican principles, and are similar to those of theirwhite neighbors; others have it in contemplation t$> dothe same. Almost all of the less civilized tribe* have
expressed a desire to form the confederacy and adoptlaws, as is proposed, viz: The Pawnees, Omahas;Otoes, Cickapoos, Kanvas, Potawatomies, Delawares,Shawanees, Weas and Piankashe, Peoiias and Kaskaskias, Ottowas and Osages.They who are farthest advanced in civilization, will
necessarily take the lead in the affairs of a civil and
genetal government. Their talents and acquirementswill be rewarded with an ascendency among their lessinformed countrymen. The latter hIso understand thisand rejoice th.it some of their own red-skinned peoplehave become capable of managing their affairs, and
hope to profit by their superior endowments.It is understood that the Cherokee, Choctaw, andCreek tribes will severally desire to establish a ter¬ritorial government separately for themselves, and,
as such, become united to the. government of the Unit¬ed States. That they should be thus inclined at thefirst blush of the subject, is not surprising. It indicates
a degree of national pride, which augur3 well for thg
success of the experiment proposed. But, upon duereflection, the same reasons which induce the several
counties of one of our states to prefer a uniou in order

those tribes to prefer a union.

ABORIGINES.

We submit, foi the perusal of our readers, a few
additional extracts from the Indian Register, in a re¬
ference to the condition of the aborigines, in their new
territory west of the Mississippi. We anticipate muchimprovement among these tribes, as Mr. Harris, the jgentleman at the head ofIndian affairs, at Washington;is eminently qualified for the important and delicate
tiust committed to his hands by this government.

Choctawf.
southern boundary of the Choctaw country isRed river
south of which is the province of Texas. On the east
thev adjoin the state of Arkansas, are bounded north
by Arkansas and Canadian rivers; and on the west by
the almost woodless prairie regions. The extent of
their country from north to south is about 150 miles;
and fiom east to west, the habitable portion of about
20R miles.

....*Their country is supplied with numerous springs or
salt water, at two of which the natives are preparing
to manufacture salt.

.Their houses and fields indicate a good degree ot in¬dustry. They own a considerable number of horses,
cattle, she?p, and hogs.wagons and ploughs. All live
by their industry at their homes.

If any engage in hunting, it is for pleasure and not
for a livelihood. About six hundred bales of cotton
have been raised from their own fields for foreignmarket the past year.

v

They have received from government 88 looms, 220
spinning weeels, and 220 pairs of cards; and are yet to
receive 312 looms, 780 spinning wheels, and 780 pairsof cards. Making in all, 1000 soinnin j wheels, 1000
pairs of cards and 400 looms. These, added to what
they possessed previously, wilj make the amount of
those articles vpry considerable. In Red river district
are two sets of mills, one of which is a flourishing mill,
the other a flourishing saw mill; both owned by na-

UVThev have eight native merchants, who brought in¬
to the country the past year about $80,000 worth of
(roods. Some are mechanics. But a large majority
are agriculturists. Within the tribe are about 600 ne-

For8their government they have adopted a written
eonstitution, upon repuhlioan principles, with slightexceptions. It provided for a general council, or legis¬lative body, to consist of the three principal chiefs, and
thirty counsellors chosen anuually by the people; that
is, ten In each district. The legislative council meets
once a year. It U supplied with a speaker and clerk.
Two of their chiefs have the veto prerogative, but when
an act Is passed by two thirds of the legislative coun-
ell, it becomes a law. Eighteen light horsemen, en-
force the laws of the nation.
Thfcy have enacted some wholesome laws lelative

fo the crime of murder, theft, lost property, fences,
widows and orphans, witchcraft, &c. Legal counsel
and trial by jury are allowed to all. Several laws
have been enacted against the introduction of ardent
spirits; and these lav* s are enforced with becomingzeal so that the evil of intemperance, which is so aw-

fully destructive to Indians ger.ertlly, is now little
known in the Choctaw conntry.

,The English mode of dress has been adopted to a
considerable extent, enpeciallij among the female*, andt*
dailu becoming more common. Many or the ^h0ClaW
may be properlv classed with civilized men while a /arge

of the residue are Utile inferior tolher. m p«nt of
improvement.

iChcrokecs.
TV,* Cherokee country is bounded as follows: Be-Tbe l-her ke » y^ ArknnRns r|VPr> whereginning on tb

State of Arkansas crosses thethe western line of the State of A
^^ of ^r, ver; then*, ^ ^ ,hfl s;vv . cnrfwr of th(,

State of Missouri; thence north along the line of Mis-
i q 64. 50 eh. to Seneea river; thence along^riouthern boundary of the ^eneca to Neosho liver;

a nn no said river to the Osage lands; thence weRtfcTth the southern boundary of Osage lands, 2*8$ miles;^rnoe south to the Creek lands, and eaat along the
northern line of the Creeks, to a point about 43 miles

--!agagB^BHaJaBBei^aBBgMaer
west ol the State o Arkansas, and 3i mile* north ofArkansas river, thence south to Verdigris river; thencedown Veidigiis to Arkansas river* thence down Ar¬kansas river to the mouth of Neosho riven thence 8.53° W. one mile; thence S. 18° 18 W. 33 miles, 28.80 ch. thence south 4 miles, to the junction of theNorth Fork and Canadian rivers; thence down the lat¬
ter to Arkansas river; and thence down Arkansas tothe beginning.
They also own a tract, described by beginning^ atthe sontheast corner of the Osage lands, and runningnorth wiih the Osage line 5U miles; thenco east 95

miles to the western line of Missouri; thence south oa
said line 50 miles; thence west 1$ miles to the begin¬ning.
The Cherokees have asked the.government of the

United States lor a patent for their land. With the
view of {riving thein a patent, orders have been issued
for completing the survey of their country. The mat¬
ter will, ere long, bo properly reported to the govern¬
ment, and the patent issued.
This is a measure that has been wisely and gener¬ously prompted by the government of the II. States.

Similar encouragement has been given to divers other
tribes to ask for patent*, and it is hoped that they will
be induced to avail themselves of the offer. It is s
measure which would contribute greatly towards dee-
tioying the influence of mischievous insinuations of
white men, that Indians will not be secure in their pos¬sessions. It would tefid to quiet suspicions among the
Indians, and, consequently, would be promotive of
many advantages.
They own numerous salt springs, three of which are

worked by Cherokees. The amount of salt raanufao
lured is probahly about 100 bushels per day.They also own two lead mines. Their salt works
and their lead mines are in the eastern portion of their
country, and all the settlements yet formed are with-
in this eastern portion, which embraces about two and
a half millions of acies.

Politically, the eastern portion of the country is di¬
vided into four districts, viz: Lee's creek district,Flint district, Illinois district, and Neosho district.

It may properly be said that the Cherokees have a-
dopted the habits of civilized man. there is no villagein theii country; they are, generally, agriculturalists,
a few are mechanics, salt manufacturers, merchants, &c.
They .prob ibly own 3,000 horses, 11,000 horned cat¬

tle, 14,000 hogs, 600 sheep, 110 wagons, a plough and
often several ploughs to each farm, several hundred
spinning wheels, and 100 looms.
They cultivate all kinds culinary vegetables common

to the western country; laise corn in abundance, and
have commenced the growing of wheat. Their fields
are enclosed with rail fences. They hare, generally,
good log dwellings, (for a new country.) many ofv&ich
have stone chimneys to them, with plank floors, all e-
rected by themselves. Their houses sie furnished
with plain tables, chairs and bedsteads?and with table
and kitchen furniture nearly, or quite, equaj to the
dwellings of white people in new countries.

Charles Rogers and David Milton each own a grist
mill; A. Brown owns a grist and saw mill; Dr. John
Thornton owns a saw mill, and is erecting a grist mill;
cost of both when completed will be $2,000; John
Drew owns a saw mill.
Their form of civil goverrment resembles that of one

of our own states. The legislature consists of upper
and lower housea, each of which has a president and
secretary; meets annually in autumn,and may be con,
vened at other times by order of the principal chiefs.
Each district "has two judges, and also two light-

horsemen, (sheriffs), who are prompt in discharge o(
the duties of their trust.

Principal chiefs.
1st. Major John Jolly; 2d. Joseph Vann; 3d. Jab.

Rogers. Their post office is Fort Gibson.
Nutive merchants.

David Webber, capital $14,000; Lewis Rogers, cap¬
ital $5,000; Iiura, Price and Paine, capital $5,000.

Dr. John Thornton is a native physician, who rece¬
ived a medical education in the United States.

J}grncy, etc.
M. Stokes, late sub-agent, now agent, reside* at

Fort Gipson; compensation $1,500. .

Jack Spear (native), interpreter, com. $30#.
Jacob Gentry, blacksmith, with an assistant;, com¬

pensation for both $840.
John Richmond; blacksmith, with an ass't. $840.
Harvey Wyatt, do. do.840.
Henry Freshour do. do. 840.
James A- Hart, wheielwright, $600.
Thomas N. Findlay, wagon-maker, $600.

FLOUR..This article is now selling at the high
price of nine dollars and fifty cents per bartel. A gen¬
tleman who has just returned from the West, states,
that wheat is abundantly plenty, but money is so scarce,
the millets cannot go forward and* purchase wheat,
whiclvis the principal cause of the present high price
of flour.
A direct communication is about to be opened be¬

tween Cologne, the West Indies, and North America.
The first of four vessels, constructed at Ruport for this
service, was expected at Cologne on Sunday last. The
vessel is to sail first to London, where she will be she¬
athed in copper.

It is reported that Prince Napoleon Louis Buona¬
parte arrived safely at Arenenburg (Switzerland) on
the 5th instant, to the great surprise and no less con¬
solation of his suffering mother. Queen Hortense.
LOWER CANADA..The latest accounts from

Quebec mention the anival of the fall fleet in the St.
Lawrence. At six o'clock on Wednesday last, one
hundred sail were telegraphed as being within sightof telegraph No. 2.
The Quebec correspondent df the Montreal Herald,under date of Wednesdaj evening, mentions a rumor

that despatches had ben received by the governor, di¬
recting an immediate organization of the executive
council, and the appointment of John Davidson, Esq.as commissioner of the Crown lands.

From the New York Commercial Advertiser.
CHURCH ROBBERY.St. Paul's Church was

enteied by robbers on Friday night and despoiled ofall its carpeting.
IMPORTANT TO PAINTERS An Englishmanufacturer has lately obtained a patent for a chemi¬

cal solvent, obtained by distillation (torn India Rubber.
This new material is a solvent for all the resinoas
gums, particulXy for gum copal, which it desolves
without artificial heat, at the ordinary temperature of
the atmosphere.a property possessed by no other sol¬
vent.and is therefore particularly useful in makingvarnishes. It mixes readily with oils, and is found to
he a valuable mensirum for liquifying oil paints; and,
without in th#» slightest degree affecting the most deli¬
cate colors, will, from its ready evapoiation, cause the
paint to dry almost instantly.
This discovery has excited considerable interest in

the philosophical world, not only from its extensive
usefulness but from two extraordinary characteristics
which it is found to possess, viz: that in a liquid state
it has less specific gravity than any other liquid knowu
to chemists, being considerably lighter than sulphurio«»ther, and in a state of vapor is heavier than the mcst
ponderous of gases.
As Dr. Franklin was once trudging along thronghthe streets of London, with spectacles on his nose, he

accidentally jostled a porter, who was staggering along
under an immense burthen, and who, in consequence;
measured his length upon the pavement; burden and
all. »» D n your speeks! " shouted the fellow, as
he scrambled up with his luggage. "So much tor
wearing 6pecks in the street," said a friend of the
doctor, who was walking with him. "Yes," repli¬
ed the philosopher, coolly wiping the article in ques¬
tion " but had it not been for my specs, he aright

( hare d d my tyt*. "


